
Indian Trail Intermediate School   

6th Grade ELA Reading Program 
Dear Families, 

This year at Indian Trail Intermediate School, the ELA reading program for your sixth grader requires the 

following of him or her: 

 Four books read per quarter on reading level (i.e., no picture books). 

 Book choices must include one fiction book, one nonfiction book, and one book of his or her choice.  

The fourth book will be the extended text used in the ELA classroom.  

 All books must be approved by your student’s ELA teacher.  After selecting a book and getting it 

approved, your student will have three days to determine if the book that he or she chose is a good fit.  

If it is not, your student may choose another book to be approved by his or her teacher.  After the 

three days have passed, your student will be committed to the book that he or she chose.  

 The Whooo’s Reading program will allow students to report on each book by completing quizzes after 

they have finished reading.  Quizzes will completed outside of school. 

 This program will count as 20% of the child’s total ELA grade each quarter. 

As part of the reading program, all sixth graders are required to read 120 minutes weekly (Sunday-Saturday) 

outside of school hours. This required reading can be documented on the Whooo’s Reading program that 

students will be using to complete the quizzes.  Please see the attached sheet for more information regarding 

Whooo’s Reading as well as the back of this document to review the benefits of daily reading.  

Every two weeks your student will have the opportunity to check-out books from our school library.  He or she 

will also have access to our ELA classroom library.  Please remember that the Johnson City Library is also a 

great resource to find books to ensure your student stays on top of the ELA reading program this year! 

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this letter to acknowledge these policies and to accept 

responsibility for monitoring your child’s weekly reading of 120 minutes. 

Sincerely, 

6th Grade ELA Teachers 

 

By signing this and returning it to school, I acknowledge the policies for 6th grade ELA. Further, I agree to make 

sure my child, __________________________________, reads 120 minutes per week and completes four 

books per quarter on his or her reading level. 

_______________________________________        ___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                               Date 

  



 

  



 

Welcome to Whooo’s Reading!  

Your child will be using Whooo’s Reading this year to grow as a reader, writer, and thinker.  

We are entering an era where being able to think independently and communicate ideas is more important than ever. 

Whooo’s Reading encourages these essential skills by getting your child to write about their reading. Your child will 

answer open-ended, thought-provoking questions, instead of multiple choice questions that focus on memorization 

rather than independent thought.  

How does it work?  

Your child can read any book of interest. Whooo’s Reading does not provide reading material, but we do provide 

comprehension quizzes for anything your child chooses to read. After your child finishes reading, they take a quiz that is 

made up of three open-ended questions. Here’s an example:  

 

Your child can type their answer, or speak it by clicking on the microphone. After they finish a question, they will get tips 

and reminders from Owlfonso to help them improve their answers: 

 



 

Making changes based off Owlfonso’s feedback is optional, but it will help them do better on their quizzes and earn 

more coins.  

Did you say coins?  

Your child will likely be excited about the coins they can earn on Whooo’s Reading. They can use their coins to purchase 

exciting items in the Owl Shop to customize their Owlvatar and level up.  

Is there a way to keep track of what they read?  

Yes! A big part of Whooo’s Reading is the digital reading log component. As a parent, you might be more involved with 

this part, because independent reading often takes place at home. Students can track the number of minutes and pages 

they read each day. Your child’s teacher may invite you to digitally verify these reading logs via email. We strive to help 

make reading a daily habit for every child, and we cannot stress enough the importance of parent support. For example, 

with encouragement from her parents, we have one 11 year-old student who is currently on a 1,000+ day reading streak 

on Whooo’s Reading!  

We recommend that your child aims to take one quiz each week, once they finish a book. They can also answer practice 

questions while they read (separate from quizzes). They may also enjoy writing book reviews for their classmates to see 

on the Class Shelf.  

At the end of each month, Whooo’s Reading will send your child a HOOTS Report. This report shows your child’s greatest 

strengths from the last month and the biggest areas for growth in the next month. For example, your HOOTS Report 

might reveal that your child’s vocabulary is well above average, but they need some help working on inferences. We 

want you and your child to have that information and to grow from it.  

We are excited to be partnering with your child’s teacher this year, and we strongly believe that your child will have the 

greatest growth when you’re involved too.  

Happy Reading!  

The Whooo’s Reading Team 

 

Scoring Rubrics for Whooo’s Reading  

 

4 (100%) - Wrote 4-6 sentences, restated and answered the question fully with 2+ details from the text, well 

organized. 

 

3-3.5 (75%-88%) - Wrote 1-4 sentences, restated and answered the question fully with 1-2  

details from the text, may not be as well organized 

 

2-2.5 (50%-63%)- Answered the question but did not restate the question, was overly vague, did not supply 

evidence, is not long enough, or did not address all parts of the question. 

 

1-1.5 (25%-38%) - Plot summary or personal opinion only, did not attempt to answer the  

question. 

 

0 (%) - Answer contains or is entirely bad faith (typed something, just to submit, does not pertain to text.  


