
CALENDAR FOR IR TEST SUCCESS  
 

QUARTER 2:  FICTION BOOK, DUE NOVEMBER 3RD 

 

GUIDELINES for finished IR Test: 

• Include a title page with your name, number, the genre of your book (fiction), and the 

title and author of your book. 

• Neat, legible handwriting or typed 

• No scribbles allowed, no torn paper 

• Each response should be numbered to correspond with the question being answered 

• -5 points for every day late 

 

Date: To Do: 

Oct. 13 Book chosen and reported to Mrs. Ray; book started. 

Oct. 17 1/3 through book 

Oct. 24 2/3 through book 

Oct. 27 Finished book 

Oct. 28 – 

Nov. 2 

IR Test worked on daily 

Nov. 3 Turn it in. 

 

 

Unacceptable fiction books for Quarter 2: 

• Graphic Novels or other books with speech bubbles or comic strips, including Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid, Dork Diaries, or any other similarly fashioned book. 

Your child should select a novel to read for fiction at a grade 6 reading level: Lexile levels 855 to 

1165.  For Lexile book selection, go to: http://bit.ly/2eK1HiW  

 
 

 

HELPFUL SENTENCE STEMS FOR IR TEST (FICTION): 

 

Question 1:   

• One theme that really stands out in this book is ________. 

• As I read this book, I could see over and over how the author developed this theme. My 

first example is from page ___ where it says, “….”  This shows…. 

• Another example to demonstrate how the author developed this theme throughout the 

story is on page ___. There, you read that… 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2eK1HiW


Question 2: Explain, give evidence, show on plot diagram or timeline. 

• In the exposition of the story, we find that our character is _______.   

• The rising action gives ample examples of changes the main character is undergoing. For 

example… (use page numbers and text evidence). 

• The climax is really where the character’s feelings and attitudes shift. Here we can see… 

(use page numbers and text evidence). 

• Our character continues his/her changes during the falling action. The author skillfully 

shows him/her becoming…(use page numbers and text evidence). 

• At the end of the story, it is interesting to see how far the protagonist has changed. For 

example…(use page numbers and text evidence). 

 

Question 3: 

• The paragraph/section/chapter that is most important to the development of the 

plot/character/theme of this book is found on page ____. It says, “…” 

• The first reason this is crucial to the story is because… 

• The second reason this is so important is that… 

• Finally, the author chose to place this paragraph/section/chapter where he/she did 

because… 

 

Question 4: Think: How does the author connect you (the reader) to the protagonist? 

• The character’s point of view (attitude/belief/opinion/feeling/outlook) is best described 

with the word ______.  An example of this is on page ___ where it says, “…” 

• Another word that demonstrates the attitude/belief/opinion/feeling/outlook of my 

character is ______.  This is best shown when the protagonist….. (include page and text 

evidence). 

• A third word to describe my character is ______.  On page ____, the author reveals…. 

 

Bonus:  Recreate the book cover after you analyze the current one.  Consider the font and the 

various images the author used on the cover. What would you do differently to represent the plot, 

theme, setting, characters, or other story elements? Your new book cover should clearly illustrate 

your well-thought-out changes. You may add labels to identify or describe the enhancements and 

changes you made to the cover. 

 

  



CALENDAR FOR IR TEST SUCCESS  
 

QUARTER 2:  NON-FICTION BOOK, DUE DECEMBER 8TH  

 

GUIDELINES for finished IR Test: 

• Include a title page with your name, number, the genre of your book (non-fiction), and 

the title and author of your book. 

• Neat, legible handwriting or typed 

• No scribbles allowed, no torn paper 

• Each response should be numbered to correspond with the question being answered 

• -5 points for every day late 

 

Date: To Do: 

Nov. 10 Book chosen and reported to Mrs. Ray; book started. 

Nov. 15 1/3 through book 

Nov. 21 2/3 through book 

Dec. 1 Finished book 

Dec. 2 - 7 IR Test worked on daily 

Dec. 8 Turn it in. 

 

Unacceptable fiction books for Quarter 2: 

• “Who Was…” books, as shown in the picture to the 

right: 

Your child should select a substantial non-fiction book at a 

grade 6 reading level: Lexile levels 855 to 1165. For Lexile 

book selection, go to: http://bit.ly/2eK1HiW 

Go to http://bit.ly/2xmYr95 for a great list of non-fiction 

books at the 6th grade reading level.  

 

 

 

HELPFUL SENTENCE STEMS FOR IR TEST (NON-FICTION): 

 

Question 1:   

• The central idea of this book is… 

• This idea continues throughout the text when the author tells… 

• As you read the book, you can see how the author weaves the central idea. For example, 

on page… 

 

http://bit.ly/2eK1HiW
http://bit.ly/2xmYr95


Question 2:  

• My illustration demonstrates this key idea/event/person because… 

• As I illustrated, the author introduces this key idea/event/person by… (quote text) 

• In my drawing, you can see that the author develops this key idea/event/person  

 throughout the book by… 

 

Question 3: 

• The paragraph/section/chapter that is most important to the development of ideas in this 

book is found on page ____. It says, “…” 

• The first reason this is significant to the overall structure of the book is because… 

• The second reason this is so important is that… 

• Finally, the author chose to place this paragraph/section/chapter where he/she did 

because… 

 

Question 4: 

• The author’s attitude/belief/opinion/feeling/outlook (choose one or two to demonstrate 

point of view) is that… 

• With that point of view (attitude/belief/opinion/feeling/outlook), clearly the author had 

this purpose in mind when he/she crafted (wrote) this nonfiction book: 

 

Bonus: 

• One interesting fact I learned when I read about the author is that… 

• Further, I believe that based on the author’s life/background (as shown in the “About the 

Author” section), the author desired to write about this topic because… 


