
6th Grade - Independent Reading Tasks for FICTION 
2017 - 2018 

Read the tasks carefully and develop a thorough response for each. Your response should reveal a 
thorough understanding of the book you have read. This assessment counts as a test grade. You may 
use your book on this assessment. Use extra paper if necessary. 

Student Name: __________________________________________    Date: ___________________ 

Title of Novel: _____________________________________________________________________ 

1. 6.RL.KID.2: The theme of a novel is the message or life lesson that the author is trying to get 
across to the reader. The theme of a novel is rarely stated, rather it develops over the course of a 
book as a character changes and the plot develops. Write two paragraphs summarizing how the 
author develops one of the themes from your book. Support your summary by citing two 
examples of evidence from the text. 

Use these questions to guide your summary: 

 What does the author want me to learn?

 How does the protagonist change from the beginning of the story to the end?

 What is the most important thing the protagonist learned in the story?

INFORMATIONAL 

2. 6.RL.KID.3: Characters in a story change as the plot progresses. Think about how the 
protagonist of your story responds or changes as the plot unfolds. Create a timeline or plot 
diagram delineating (describing precisely) your character’s transformation from the 
beginning of the story to the end. Include specific points with text evidence on your timeline 
or plot diagram.  

INFORMATIONAL 

3. 6.RL.CS.5: Authors are deliberate in crafting their stories. Each sentence, scene, chapter, etc. 
has a purpose in moving the plot, revealing a character, or leading the reader closer to the theme of 
the story. For this task, choose one chapter or paragraph from the novel that you believe is 
the most crucial to the story. Write an excerpt from the chapter or paragraph and justify why 
it is most significant. 

ARGUMENTATIVE 

4. 6.RL.CS.6: Authors want the reader to connect with the protagonist of the story. One way for this 
to happen is to establish point of view and perspective. If we understand the protagonist’s 
perspective, we will better understand his or her choices, behaviors, actions, and relationships with 
other characters. Think about the protagonist in the novel you have read. Think about how you 
would describe your character’s personality, outlook on life, motives, relationships, etc. How does 
the author reveal this betrig character’s point of view to the reader? Choose at least 3 words that 
describe your character and justify each word with evidence from the text.  

     OR Choose a character other than the protagonist from the story. Re-write two events from    
     the story from this character’s perspective. Be sure to stay true to the story elements. 

ARGUMENTATIVE or NARRATIVE 

5. BONUS: Analyze and critique the cover art of the novel you have read. Look closely at the image
and font and try to infer why they were chosen and how they relate to the story. Re-create the cover
of the book with your own design. Your design must represent the plot, theme, setting, characters,
or other element from the story.
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