
6th Grade - Independent Reading Tasks for NON-FICTION 
2017 - 2018 

Read the tasks carefully and develop a thorough response for each. Your response should reveal a 

thorough understanding of the book you have read. This assessment counts as a test grade. You may 
use your book on this assessment. Use extra paper if necessary. 

Student Name: __________________________________________    Date: ___________________ 

Title and Type of Text: _______________________________________________________________ 

1. 6.RI.KID.2: A central idea is a topic or idea that becomes the focus of a text when the reader traces 
the details and patterns in the text. The author develops the central idea through carefully selected 
details. Choose a central idea from your text and write 1 paragraph summarizing how it is 
conveyed through the details of the text. Include text evidence in your summary.  

INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY 

2. 6.RI.KID.3: Non-fiction texts are usually centered on a key individual, event, or idea. Choose one 
individual, event, or idea from your book and analyze how it is introduced and developed throughout the 
text. Create an illustration to represent a key individual, event, or idea from your book. Include 1-
2 paragraphs using text evidence to explain how the author introduces and develops this key 
individual, event, or idea from the book.  

Use these questions to guide your response: 

 What are the key ideas or events in my text? Or Who is a key individual?

 How does the author introduce or develop this idea, event, or person (e.g., through

examples or anecdotes)?

 How does this idea, event, or person evolve over the course of the text?

 What did I learn about this idea, event, or person at the end of the text that I did not know

at the beginning?

INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY 

3. 6.RI.CS.5: Authors are deliberate in crafting their texts. Each paragraph, chapter, or section has a 
purpose in the development of ideas. For this task, choose one paragraph, section, or chapter that you 
feel is most free tips betrig predictions important to the overall development of ideas. In 2-3 
paragraphs, write an excerpt from your choice and justify why it is most significant to the text 
as a whole.  

ARGUMENTATIVE 

4. 6.RI.CS.6: Determine the author’s purpose in the text you have read Is the author trying to share 
information with others, or is he/she trying to convince the reader to do something? In 1-2 paragraphs 
explain the author’s point of view and purpose for crafting the text. 

OR 

Develop an imagined experience or event based on the information in your text. Write a 

4-5 paragraph fictional narrative based on information gleaned from the text. 

Your fictional narrative must be based on information gleaned from the text and must 

include story elements, clear event sequences, and descriptive details. 

INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY OR NARRATIVE 

5. BONUS: “About the Author” – You can typically find information about the author at the beginning or
end of your text, or on the book jacket if your book has one. Describe one interesting fact you learned
about the author. Additionally, connect the “about the author” information to the text you have read. How
does it help explain your author’s desire to write about the topic?
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